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Crd
ng approach of St Patricks Dny
always serves to direct public ntC teotlon to the personalities and
the achievements of the most cclc-

brated members of the Irish race
and particularly the foremost roprcKo-
ntatlves of the Irleli race In America Bs
pcclally does each recurring holiday servo
as a time of retrospect for the events of
the preceding year among a people who
are vrr filling a very large sphere In
mho worlds workbe the work artistic
Industrial commercial or politico In
this respect the period that close In
March 1WX1 Is cspcclall significant he
cnnse It marked tho passing of Augustus
St Oaudens sculptor

It bOil tvccn said that St Gaudona wan
the greatest Celtic genius of the century-
Ho was morehe was one of the great-
est

¬

geniuses the world his produced In
many decades Not only was ho Amer-
icas

¬

foremost sculptors but he wax per-
haps tbo profiler sculptor of the world-
In his generation and was RO recognized
not only In the Now World but In the
Old That brilliancy which uppeara to
bo a trait of the Irish race WOK In SU-
GandoDs matched by his orsatlllty In
his prolific sculpture be handled the
widely divergent mediums of mnrhlo sad
bronze with equal facility nnd in early
life he had proven himself a muster ns
a cameocutter-

Pereons who nro perhaps met a trifle
JcaJous 6f the pardonable Irish pride In
fct Gaud w arc Bomctlmcs wont to point I

oat lint ho was not unreservedly nn Irish
product HlR father was a Frcnclim
oe may bo Judged from the name und
AujrustUD St GaudcnB although born In
Ireland was brought to tho United
SUitefl when a baby eo that the two re-
publics

¬

can claim with tho Emerald Isle-
a share of mho credit In fostering his
genius

Howovor St Gaudcns will probably-
go down Into history AS pre eminently
on Irish sculptor not to much because
of the locale of his birth as because he
seemed to typify In his temperament

=
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MOKELESS powder wo have long
had Woodless battles boo oftenS keen fought and duly chronicled by
the worlds greatest historians but
not until early in the month of

February of this year was the public
taken into the Inventors confidence and
given nn oppurtuult to sec or rend of
the noiseless gun The noiseless gun II-

Iberea reality In every essential and Its
practicability bus been nude Just as pot
ent nH its reality

To the offices of his patent attorneys
In Park Row New York Hiram Percy
Maxim invited a few newspaper men
and those of his Intimate friends who nro
interested In firearms eIther from tho
viewpoint of n sportsman or a wurrlor
nnd there exhibited and dcmoutttralpd
the rlmplc little device attachable to any
gun whether It bo of the Flobert rlllo or
standard army type which completely
silences the report following the explo-
sion

¬

of tho cartridge when tho gun is
fired This demonstration was mvdo on
one of Now Yorks busiest thoroughfares
within u tones throw of Broadway and
easily within earshot of police head
Qaartcri

Not only did the test prove concluslvclj
nil that the Inventor claimed for his de-
vice

¬

but furthermore when firing the
recoil which invariably follows tho tiring
of a heavy gun Is completely done away
with Both the noise and kick have
been eliminated by the same process a-

p routes RO simple and no different from
tbnt which rumor had defined It aa to be
almost unbelievable Tile Inventor tlllI

charge rung of various power and stun
both with and without the silencer Ho
shot cartridges which leave the Run with-
n velocity of 2700 feet n second and
wllh n power that represents nn Impact
of one and a quarter tons to the square
Inch eutllclcnt to knock down and kill
tho laivvat of elephants COO yards dis-
tant

Rigged up In tho office was n gallery
like box ten tt In length At the rear
of this box was anotbu lllled with sand
and this sand heap stopped the bullets
that sped forth from the deadliest rubs

HERE exists in the world today but
C a single challenge cup that has never

been won by any aspirant for nth
ltlc honorsthat Is the famous Alexander
Cup of solid silver standing Oirro feet
high on Its solid surer pedestal and worth
shout 1000 This cup will bo given to
the man who swims across tho nncllsh
Channel from tho shorn of England to
the coast of Franco

The foal was performed once by Captain
Webb In 1875 In 21 hours and 45 minutes
but never tins It iteeu repeated although
acvcral persona have como within an little
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and In the creative power of bN art
exactly tbo o qualities which adinlrcw
of the Irish race are wont to pronounce
Its dominant racial charnctcrlRtlcx That
he always tool the greatest pride und In-

terest In his native land there Is nai k
evidence and It Is significant that the I

mat protcntlois piece of work upon whIch
he was engaged was a stntui of lir
nell destined for lilt lilrlhpliico Duliln I

This llRuro of 1nrnell rtpiotoTt the j

great Irsh orator Just rKlnic mid put
ling on his oxnrtoTt nil niHOinciiUo
lint clinrTtirlstlc attltud hilt In this
ns In winy forerunners St nud ns-

roiiipured
I

not leis by tho ptri toii of I
his art llniii by tho daring of his Nil
ceptlon

Close friends of St Gaiiduis recall that
It gate him ofpcrlnI prldo mid pleasure
when In the afternoon of his till too brief
life there came to him the comiiilxHlon for
this statue of Charles Stewart Initicll
Although the sculptor was ilreuh hens
Ily handicapped by III health and was not
OH free from flnanclal worry as the Trim
should bo he attacked this new work
with unusual enthusiasm He remarked
over and over again that ho hnd enouch
Irish In his makeup to appreciate UK

I
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known to modern ordnance The target
too Is nu Invention of Maxims and be-

seemed to bo quite as proud of the do
vice for stopping bullets as be was of
the attachment that put a on
the guns from which they were emitted

The principle on which the Maxim si-

lencer Is based is that of centrifugal-
force or the properties possessed by rap-

idly routing bodies of flying out from the
center When n ratio equipped wllh one
of those alltiiccra Is tired tho bullet
passes through a cylindrical silencer
without the slightest lost In velocity ac-
curacy or penetration The powder gases

dlschnr however upon entering
the silencer are rotated or very
rapidly und therefore fly out the pe-

riphery of thin silencing chamber AH tho
only moans exit to the open air Iff

near the center of the silencer the gases
are iinnbit to escape until they have
slowed down This slowing dowu must

Only Silver Challenge Never Won
IlJ1 quarters of mile of repeating
WebbH marvelous feat

Some 10 attempts In nil have been rondo

to swim the channel since Webb succeed-

ed Cavlll In 1877 and Dalton nn Amen
can In 1600 claimed to have succeeded-

but neither claim was allowed
Webb Is said in have swum the channel

end Is naunllj credited with the perform
nnce but this was before the Alexander
Cnp wns offered for competition So this
superb tropbj has never been awarded to
anyone Wolffc who rondo the nearest
approach to BUCCCBS reaching within

c
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diameter of his subject An unexpected
difficulty appeared In mho execution of the
figure of Iarnell Only n few photo
graph of the Irish leader could be found
and those nvallnblt were very tiii nilHrac
tory as n bntls from which the sculptor
should work So St GnnduiiR turned for
his Inspiration to the caricatures of IMr
nell published from time to time In tho
English funmaler Punch and thus the
cartoons that hid been drat n originally
In rldlcnlo the Irish patilot came In the
end to serve nn exactly opposite purpose

Renders who delight to note the un-

promising iKclnuliinS of genius cannot
full to be interested In tho environment
which nurtured this txp incut of Irish
poetry In mnrhli fwd bronro The father
of the sculptor Bernard PAul Hrnost-
Silnl audens was H native of the oith-
nf lrinr and there leirnoil Iris trudo of
hhoomalir An i young mail la over
ruse the Indolence of that sunup clime
and liCMimi n ITiot tiamp uliopmnl
j tuueyiiiK lij easr stages to Iiris thence
In undnn mil Hi alls to Dublin Ireland
i iiiJi1 lit foil iindei the iltrhcn of the
Ilnii liciinlv lnry McCuliK n girl
who bound slippers lu the Mum store for
whIrl be iiiadt hoots It scented for n
11 mi after tin ulillliK 11M though the
lorcinliil I rcialnn in nonlil settle down
und lUt happy seer iftcr In tin Irish
metropolis but u few months after tho
liilnl baby cniuo tho old nomadic spirit
loliiriinl md ko the stiocnnkT hIs rife
and fnralh Mt call fur America

In New YolI lliecci entile Trencbnian-
hotlif iilnl and fniclful devoted fir more
nltintlon to the engrossing Miltject of
btcret fcoclillon than he did to the more
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needs bo relatively gradual therefore
tho escape of the gas s to the open nlr
Is sraduul beuce no re¬

port-
In his tests Mr Maxim used nit the

standard model of sporting aud military
rilled innnijfncturi In this couutrj and
Europe nnd tho result was with the use
of his device attached to the uiuzrlc of
the rifle he fired the largest shoulder
guns in modern use with n report less
by far than that which would come from
n toy air rifle The guns employed In tho
test ranged from n 22callber Winchester
target rule to the eight millimeter Mauser
rind the 30 Springfield military rifle tho
standard gun of the United Army

First the guns were tired without the
attachment to show what the normal re-
port was Tho effect was disconcerting
to say the least As the big guns hocked
the report was nil bot deafening icry
window pane In the big building rattled

Yet
three quarters of n mile of the French
shore has made six attempts Two of
thorn be made In 1008-

Heccnt attempts td swim the channel
have brought out n theory that It cannot
be done by starting from Kojand but
would bo easier from the French to the
Kngllsh side of the channel Still Wehb
Is said to have started from British
ground There Is a torrlfflc ground tow
and tldo set off away from the French
shore which has always killed off the
energies of the channel swimmers when
almost within striking distance of the
French coast

u

Prosaic one of the shoo trade and ac-

cordingly
¬

Augustus lad curly to take u
hnnd In tho battle for livelihood The
first dozen years of hIs llfo during which
ho received the ordinary cowmen school
education of the New Yorl boy of half
n century ago were spent In sordid snr
roundlngs hut after ln left school nt
the nge of thirteen years nail was appren-
ticed to a cnmeo rutter his artistic talent
dceloped rnpldlj tied this despite the
fact that the man Aict to whom ho was
npprentlced out of the first atone cameo
cutters In Amerlci was anything but un
agreeable emplojcr

After several year of miserable life
under this III tompcrcfl master Saint Gnu
dons rebelled aud found employment with
a more tolerant cameo cutter Jules Lo-

LJrcthon by name All the while he was
studying drawing ut the Cooper Institute
In the oenlngs giving rein to a talent
that lad drat manifested Itself In char
coul scinwls on the fences near his home
and which had Instantly arrested the at-

tention of some of the customers of the
MioeMiinklng father A little later the
tnleiitcd lad left the Cooper Institution to
tile up life work at the National Acad-
emy of Design

Soon the young man was not onlj self
supporting thanks to hla faUlll In cameo
cutting but easily excelled nil his fellow
students nt the url school lust here It
nm be mentioned tbnt Saint Gaiulcnn
cameos were as rcmnrl able In their way
us were his Inter achievements lu marble
and bronze This eloquently nttested
by the specimens shown In the memorial
exhibitions of the work of Saint Gaudens
recently held In Now York and Chicago

m
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nnd the reverberation could ba hoard
blocks distant Tho silencer won then
screwed on to the muzzle of the guns
and with the same cartridge tho report
wns scarcely loud enough to be audible
nt all the only noise resulting being that
of the of the bullet und Its

punk no It burled Itself In the sand
PitTho silencer Itself Is a cylindrical bit
of gunmetal For nn ordinary sporting-
rifle the silencer Is tour Inches long
ubout un Inch uud an eighth In diameter
and weighs but five ounces It Is sulk
clcnllv nnnll to be carried In pans vest
pocket without the slightest Ineonven-
lenco and It cnn be adjusted to or re-
moved from the gun In less than mite

second A few threads cut Into the muz-
zle end of the gun Is nil that la necea
sari nud about three twists of tho
wrist nnd tho silencer Is ready for bust
ileac

There Is no Interference with the shoot-
Ing qualities of a gun since the tare of
the barrel is not disturbed In any man
ner The bore of the silencer Is larger
than the pullet which passes through It
giving a clearance which any pus
olhle effect on accuracy or penetration
Owing to the location of the silencer on
Iho cod of the barrel It Is apparent that
tie bullet has acquired Its full Impetus
before tho discharge gases are slowed
down hence there can bo sacrifice of
velocity By way of that
the nlr at the muzzle of ride In ills
turbod alone by the passage of tho bullet
nnd not by tho explosion of gas Mr
Maxim held n visiting card n tow Inches
In front of the silencer Then one of his
assistants discharged tbo gun with the

i
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The years that Saint Gaudcns was a stu-
dent at Cooper Institute and the National
Academy of Design marked the span of
the Civil War und the hey Just nt nn
age to be mentally onsltlo to the drn
mntlc events of the period wns deeply
Imprewod by the spectacle of troops de-

parting
¬

for thin front and n glimpse of
time Immortal Lincoln In the streets of
Now Yorkhld mind pictures In whIch
may be found something of the round
Ins of that Inspiration which later pro
ducal those matchless dguces of Lincoln
Kiirra ut Sherman and Logan-

A couple of years utter tho close of the
war Saint Cautions life In New York
came to nn end for a time He went
abroad to stud working his way ns It
were by cutting cameos and for fourteen
years or from the time he was eighteen
years of age until he was thirty two he
was almost continuously hard at work In
the nrt centers of Europe lie went nt
first to Purls and there thanks to bas
fondness for two boon companions be
carne near enlisting In the French army
wluii tho Frtnco Prussian War broke out
However a letter from his Irish mother
who stems for once to hare been ilcold
of a traditional trait of her race deterred
him annul he went to Rome where for four
years he waged n continual fight with
poverty 1n the effort to complete hLs train-
Ing

FIlially however his skill In cameo
emitting Inspired memo of lire young mans
customers with his own confidence In his
future In n larger sphere and ono of these
Mr Montgomery Glbbs nn American

gate Stint Gaudcns the opportunity to
finish hlstlrit statue niawnthni to ex

t l

d I

whirled

no

result that the bullet passed cleanly
through a comer of the curd leaving not
the slightest trace of powder marls or
n discoloration of any sort tint when ho
tried the trick with mho silencer off the
card nnd time little devlco that held it
were reduced to shreds und these ¬

and burned bj the iiowdcr-
Tho simplest simile la employed by

Mr Maxim to explain the system of his
silencer and along which lines he long
worked before ho had perfected Lila

mother
Tho real principle of the thing Mr

Maxim wild Is precisely thnt which pre
yenta water running out of n set bowl
when you pull the stopper out of tho
bowl after the water linn been made to
whirl or revolve In tho vessel The ox
ploded gases Jitter being mnd to whirl
around In the silences cannot escape such

OST precious of nil gems In the
world Is the rubynot tho din

mend and of rubles the moat

aluablo are tho rare pigeon blood rubles
n sort of red purple that sparkles and
glitters lu ft truly marvelous fashion

The ancients treasured rubles far above

diamonds an Is shown In tho references
to this Jewel In the Bible Of It Phtloj
tratus an ancient Greek author tells us
that the first ruby was presented to man-

kind bj a stork thee birds aro related
by the ancients to always place a ruby In

thlr nests ns n charm aMil1 serpents
Acolenn talus ancient Greek treaties on
animals relates the same story of the

0

cento his first ordered monument figure-
of SlIcnceand ultimately to return to
America with that priceless boonthe
prospect of a fair amount of definite work
Even then It was R hard fight In the coon
try of his adoption hilt t1t lost there came
tho order for the statue of Fnrrigut
which now stands In Madison Square
New York alit from that moment tbo
skies brightened With success seemingly
assured Saint Gaudens wedded Miss Au-

gusta F Homera marriage that had long
scatted upon the dawn of financial Inde-

pendence
¬

For almost sixteen years thereafter
Saint Gnudcns Inbored conscientiously
with splendid results In the studio he es
tabllshed III New York and became almost
from tho outset one of the most con-

spicuous figures In the mutt life of the
metropolis While nt work upon that
wonderful monument to the into wife of
theory Adorns the historian n master-
piece

¬

of sculpture which stands In Hock
Creek Cemetery Washington nnd for
which n score of deficient titles hn > o been
proposed although Saint Cautions would
never give It onelira sculptor first visited
the picturesque hamlet of Cornbdi New
Hnmpshlro nnd there he soon
bought nn old brick tavern nnd converted
it Into u summer home To this haven
In the uplands of New England the physl
cnlly broken sculptor came manv years
later to mole his permanent nddcnce
and here ho did his final work

The Adams monument somber and in
ncrutnhlc Is with another sig-

nificant
¬

event In Saint Gaudcns career
Out October night In IfKM the sculptors
chief studio burned carrying to deatruc
lion not only nil the sculpture In progress
hut hL portfolios containing time rcconln
of forty years On that dreary morning
after the fire the head of the Adams mon-
ument noel Its creator a seemingly np
proprlato souvenir the one mind only

I thing that escaped the tlnmea After this
blow Saint Gnudens set bravely to work
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proportionately

Cup

whirring

demonstrating

black-
ened

Most Val-

1m

afterward

associated

thinly Slmpl reverse the process In a
turbine and you have It III reality my
silences Is n negative turbine

And such It renll In
L very sportsman will be quick to real

Izo lint n noiseless or virtually a noise-
less ride will told materially to the de-
lights of hunting But Mr Maxim has
male It clear that such u weapon would
not help tho pot twister ns much us has
been claimed The noise of the whirring
bullet through the nlr will of Itself startle
a herd Into flight nlthujh the herd Is
quite ns likely to run toward the gun ns
away from It The Inability to locate the
source of the slight sound made by n
gun with a alltMHU nttnchtd could hove
been far better demon tmtetl In tho open
air thnn in n close chnmbcr Even there
the only noise noticeable was thnt of
the bullet llnttciilug out or burying Itself
In the sand box

The sound of n thousand or ten thou-

sand of theso rlllcs being fired nt once
would be no slight however ns to mnko
It possible for nil orders to be heard by
u regiment when given by Its oOlLCiti li-

tho rcgiilntlon way Thin accomplished
there has been arhloved n complete rcvo
lutlon In military mctbodo and warfare
With the cracking and roar of n volley
of rifles deafening everything else au
oiUcer In battle or sklrniUh realizes that
the silencer will provo a boon In mOl
ways than one With the silencer in uso
tho order rat bo given und heard Just
OR readily in tho heat of battle as when
nt drill

The question has been raised by mnuy
persons among thorn the ponce chiefs of
the largest clues In the country that
Mr Maxims latest Invention will prove
a Kerloiis drawback In detecting crime lu
reality placing the detectors of crime at-

n great dlxaduintago and giving nttsufilns
chances of getting In their dcndlv work
and esc plDJ before thoy can be over
taken For this reason and this nlont
silencers are not to bo made so that they
can be adjusted to revolvers or small
arms A bill Is now ponding In the New
lurk legislature which corers this point
but this Mr Mnxlm claims is entirely
unnecessary ns he has no Intention of
applying his mummers to pistols

The problem now confronting him how-
ever Is a silencer for heavy artillery Ho
claims thnt tho report from our heaviest
cannon enn be silenced qultn nu effect

stork nod tho ruby
Thcro are two sorts of recognized

rubles tho Oriental or true ruby and
the nplncl ruby Tho former Is the red
variety of that scarce mineral corundum
The Bplnel ruby IK Composed of alumlunto
of magnesium

Rubles vary from a pallid rose red and
deep red to cochineal and finally pass Into
the class of the purple red or pigeons
blood The greatest of tho real rubles
hnvo come from Burma and from India
and Marc been found In only fry con-
stricted sections of these two
countries An occasional spinel rubs has
teen found In Europe and tho United
btutrs and several tine stones havo been

t Jj T

ond coon had recovered In his work much
of the lost ground

One circumstance that aside from his
death gives Saint Qamlcn unusual proml i
nenco In this the year of the Lincoln
ctntonarj Is that the Irish sculptor In ¬ I

terpreted the martyr president in art an
no other poInter or sculptor has ever been
ablo to do Ills two heroic figures tho t

one representing Lincoln standing having
place In Lincoln Park Chicago nnd tho
other showing Lincoln seated a gift to
the South Side of the city of Chicago by
bequest of the late John Crcarcr of
that city the latter one of Saint Gnu
dens Inst statues seem to reach tbo
cry apex of achievement as counterfeit
presentments of the savior of the Union
Only n fow weeks BRO tbo national gov ¬

ernment selected tho Saint Gaadons bead
of Lincoln as the heat portrait extant
for reproduction on the one hundred mil-

lion
¬

commemorative postage stamps which
have been Issued for use this year Other
notaldo statues of the nations most
prominent men which came from the hand
of Saint Gaudcna were the monument to
General Logan on the Lake front Chi-

cago
¬

that to lames A Garfield In Fair
mount Park Philadelphia and that tri-

umphant Sherman In Central Park New
York the horse nod rider preceded by
that exultant Inspiring femato figure of
Victory which faint Gandens modeled I

from the woman whom he always con
Rldercil to bo the handsomest model ho
hind ever ECC-

OWhistler the painter nnd other giants
of the world of art who were also con-
genial nod companionable to Saint Gnu
miens endeavored to keep up the sculptors
spirits in tho face of encroaching 111

health but from 1000 when be returned-
to America after a sojourn of three years
In Paris It was a losing tight He lived
ng much an possible ID tho open skating
and Rolling while his strength lasted
and later sitting by the hour on the
porch or being carried about in an impro
wised Sedan chair With his ebbing
strength he at the request of President
Roosevelt prepared tho dcsbjns for tho
nations new gold coins and finally death rIIfIIIIIIi

found him with his hands still molding lj iIIII
a cherished relief of his wife There
Is more than ground for hope that the
long awaited American school of art
has been founded by this son of Ire-

land whose birthday we celebrate within
the month dedicated to St Patrick

IrTt9l piZlm7-
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rely by njiplylng his dolce to their
murrlo as the smaller types of rifles Tho
handicap under whIch bo Is laboring just
now IH that of icing unable to find a
high tension regulation army Ilcld piece-
or cannon with which to experiment
These guns cost a small fortune nnd so
far this government has not manifested
flutflclcnt Interest In the silencer to place
nt time Incntors disposal ono of its costl-
y coast defence or held pieces

P

The inventor claims that with such a
gun to operate with nnd the opportunity
afforded him to emit threads nt the mus-
zlc

I

of the cannon In less than a month ho
would ho ready to make n public demon-
stration In which ho would wager all ho
ever expects to hue that the noise fol-

lowing the dlschnrgo would bo so slight
that It would not Ije audible 100 feet dls
tnnt

Although the o experts In ordnance 1 f

who were designated by thn War DC-

partnicnt bao witnessed tho tests of
the Mnxlm utlcuccra and reported favor-
ably Qn their uacfulnesd In warfare It

I
le tho Navy to which limo silencer most
apjicnls Hundreds uud thonsnndu of our

have had their car drums split
while firing the big guns on shipboard
Tho some applies to time big guns of our
const defense Mr Muslin now claims
shut by applying the silencer to the t
guns In tho turrets of our battleships
trial the gunners could eland by and tire j

as rnpldlj us they could reload them
without the slightest Inconvenience
There would be no roar or reverberation
The battle could proceed so quietly the
Inventor malutnlns that those n hundred
yards distant would not know that uui
thing unusual was transpiring Amid this
is the pro lem that has so long per-

plexed
¬ I

the Naval Board tint of over-

coming
¬ J

the injury to gunners In the tur-
rets

¬

of battleships wheu the guns Iwrtt
out It Is highly probable non thnt the
Inventor lion protected his patents lu nil

1
of the countries of the world that ho
will soon give n public test of his silencer
end that Congress will tale some action
towards hmiag experiments with the big f
guns and heavy artillery made

Mr Mulm IH n wiry little mnn of the
German type although be Is nn English
man by birth He Is the son of Sr j

Hiram Maxim who nm won Intones
tlonnl fame na nn Iinontor and manu-

facturer of big guns of nil types

table of All Jewels The Ruby I r

Asiatic

gunners

obtained from South America
nut ruby mines such SH the diamond

minis of South Africa have never been
located and the real rubles are found
few and far between The stones wora

considered to have the magic POer of
turning pale when brought near poison I

and ancient monarchs and tyrnnto prized
them tor this supposed virtue i 411I

rho most historic ruby lg probably
that In the center of tho great diamond i

cross In tho state crown of King Edward
VII of England It was given to Ed-

ward
¬

the Black Prince by the cruel Dom
Pedro of Castile when the British prInt f

took nn army Into the peninsular to re-

gain tbo others kingdom
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